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BEST
COAST

Homeowners on the hunt for
CALIFORNIA STYLE
f ind it in a sun-soaked
new build in University Park.

tex t by J E S S I C A O T T E
pho t o g r a phy b y N A T H A N S C H R O D E R

this page: In the entry, the black-and-white print of trees, taken in Houston by photographer Gary Faye, reminds Lisa of her hometown. A vintage Moroccan rug adds pattern and texture to
the space. The designer used a vintage bench found at Sputnik Modern for seating and chose a caged pendant from Visual Comfort, which adds to the airy feel. opposite page: A table
sourced on 1st Dibs lends a sculptural element to the landing. An abstract painting over the stairs calls to mind the ocean, which felt appropriate in the California-style home.
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HOUSTON NATIVE
LISA MACARAEG
HAD LIVED IN TEXAS
MOST HER LIFE.

But 10 days after she married her husband, Biegel, in 2011,
the couple headed west to Southern California for Biegel’s job.
Though they were there less than three years, the move proved
incredibly influential, particularly as it pertained to their at-home
style.
In 2014, when Biegel’s career brought them to Dallas, he and
Lisa worried that they wouldn’t be able to find a home suited to
their newly evolved tastes. “We really wanted to have that relaxed,
California-cool-inspired design that we had become accustomed
to,” Lisa says. As luck would have it, a Coats Homes project was
in progress on a Wilson Fuqua–designed property in University
Park. It had the open floor plan, large windows, and airy feeling
the Macaraegs were looking for. “It was such a match made in
heaven,” says Ben Coats, owner of Coats Homes. “They found a
little piece of California in Texas.”
To help give the interiors the same coastal vibe, Ben introduced
Lisa to designer Theresa Rowe, who specializes in a refined yet
laid-back aesthetic. “California is a very strong influence on my
style,” says Theresa, who fell in love with The Golden State while
working as a clothing buyer years ago. “Lisa and I were eye to eye
on everything.”
With the right team in place, Lisa, Theresa, and the Coats

>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 131
this page: (from left) To keep the oak shelves in the master from looking heavy, Theresa
styled them sparingly with vintage Moroccan throws from Los Angeles’ Hollywood at Home
and baskets from Jenni Kayne in Montecito. In the bar, she used Waterworks subway tile
for the backsplash and painted the lower cabinets a navy-black shade of gray. She skipped
upper cabinetry in favor of open shelving and brass hardware. opposite page: She used
a wood wallpaper to line the dining room ceiling, creating cohesiveness with the wood in the
rest of the home and selected Porter Teleo’s Tangled pattern on a wall. Relaxed chairs from
Restoration Hardware cement the coastal vibe and pair nicely with a table from Scout Design
Studio. The Oly chandelier and an antiqued mirror from Ochre add elegance to the room.
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Homes crew collaborated to make the house work for the family.
Aside from her aesthetic objectives, Lisa’s primary concern was
having plenty of living spaces in the home that were truly, well,
livable. “I didn’t want the house I grew up in, where I wasn’t allowed to go in certain rooms,” she says. “I wanted our kids to feel
like they could be in the whole house. I think my words to Theresa
were: ‘sophisticated but comfortable.’”
As for what she didn’t want? That list was a little longer. “She
said, ‘I don’t like color, I don’t like pattern, I don’t like print,’” Theresa recalls of her initial meetings with Lisa. What did she like?
“I’m a texture person,” Lisa says. “That’s why Theresa and I got
along so well, because she’s all about texture.”
So the designer worked with a color palette of mostly neutrals,
focusing on incorporating visual interest through dynamic materials, rich textiles, plush Turkish and Moroccan rugs, and other
organic elements. Lisa loved it all. “I think there was one thing
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DESIGN
NOTES

THE DESIGNER CHOSE TO BREAK UP THE SECTIONAL IN THE SPACE
TO OPEN UP THE ROOM AND GIVE GUESTS MORE BREATHING
ROOM. THE PLACEMENT ALSO OFFERS MORE OPTIONS WHEN IT
COMES TO COFFEE TABLE SELECTION.

A custom sectional from Quatrine
anchors the living room. Theresa had a
pair of her client’s ottmans recovered
in a Lisa Fine fabric from LA’s Peter
Dunham. She found the chairs on 1st
Dibs. The table is from Theresa Rowe
Designs, and the handmade afghan
flatweave rug is from Abrash Rug
Collection. True to her love of neutrals,
Lisa prefers black-and-white
photography to vivid artwork—a
preference Theresa shares. “I think it
tells more of a story—it has a soul,”
says Theresa. The prints in the living
room are from Holly Hunt.
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“We want people to
think there’s history.
We want people to think
there’s a little patina
to a house.”
—BEN COATS, BUILDER

this page: Lisa loves the way the brick architectural detailing on the wall makes the kitchen look like it was added on. Washed in a gray color, it brings a textural element without distracting
the eye. Builder Ben Coats says the exposed brick has become somewhat of a signature of his homes. “There’s just some element of that old Southern touch that’s just real textural, real
visceral—it’s got history to it,” he says. Walnut Cherner counter stools line the island and pendants from Visual Comfort hang above. opposite page: Theresa used slabs of Calacatta marble
in the bright white kitchen.
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“I love the fact
that it’s a beautiful
home, but it’s
also a very
approachable
home.”
—THERESA ROWE, DESIGNER

this page: (top and bottom left) In the playroom, FLOR carpet tiles can be easily switched out in the event of a
stain. The space is large and comfortable enough that Lisa and Biegel can relax on the Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams
sectional while their daughter Kaitlyn plays. The coffee table is from Cisco Home in LA. (top and bottom right)
Kaitlyn’s room is outfitted with a bed and a dresser from Oeuf. The striped rug is from Perennials’ Heathered Stripe
Outdoor Rug Collection for Restoration Hardware. Theresa covered the walls in a playful pattern by Quadrille.
opposite page: In the study, Theresa used Benjamin Moore’s Galveston Grey on the wood-paneled walls and
cabinetry. The handsome space is furnished with a desk chair from Niels Diffrient for Humanscale at Design Within
Reach and a pair of Edward Wormley for Dunbar swivels found on 1st Dibs. The pendant is from Visual Comfort.
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>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 123

she brought into the house that I said ‘no’ to,” Lisa says, then adds
with a laugh, “and it’s actually back in the house because I realized
that I was wrong.”
Special attention was paid to the combined kitchen, living, and
dining area, which Lisa describes as “the heart of the home,” and
the playroom, where the Macaraegs’ 3-year-old daughter, Kaitlyn—and eventually, their 9-month-old daughter, Harlow—can
play. But even areas that might otherwise be afterthoughts got
substantial attention, like the bar off the kitchen/dining room. “To
me a bar is an approachable place in a home,” Theresa says. “So
many homes are sterile and stiff and everything is placed strategically. I think a bar in a home says, ‘We live here.’”
The home also benefited from a mix of materials, such as the
wood-lined ceiling in the dining room and the addition of exposed brick in the kitchen/breakfast area. Though not a signature of California design, the gray-washed brick served as another
layer of texture and reminded Lisa of the architecture of New Orleans, where she spent time growing up. “It kind of makes you go,
‘Gosh, is this a brand-new house?’” Ben says. “We want people
to think there’s history. We want people to think there’s a little
patina to a house.”
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As is Theresa’s wont, she skipped draperies in the majority of
the rooms. “I feel like drapes are weighty, and sometimes I just
don’t think that they add anything,” says Theresa, before issuing
a caveat: “As long as you have the right windows.” The Macaraegs’
large wood-paned windows were indeed worthy of showcasing,
though they were painted dark to achieve the look of steel more
commonly used in West Coast architecture.
The home was completed in May 2015, and both designer and
client couldn’t be happier with the results. “I love the fact that it’s
a beautiful home, but it’s also a very approachable home,” Theresa
says.
Though Lisa was involved throughout the entire process, seeing the completed house for the first time was still a moving moment. “It just automatically felt like we were going to be happy
living here,” she says. “In our own home, we felt invited.”
this page: (from left) Custom white chairs from Quatrine and a Serge Mouille fixture create
a quiet reading nook in the upstairs hallway. The throw is from Hollywood at Home, and the
basket, carafe, and wood dough bowl are all from Jenni Kayne. The canopy bed in the guest
room was one of only two pieces that were retained from the Macaraegs’ previous home.
The fixture and bed linens are from Restoration Hardware; the chair is from Ceylon et Cie.
opposite page: The bed in the master was ordered from the Smyth hotel in New York and
was made from the hotel’s original walnut and maple flooring. The Phillip Jeffries wallpaper
adds a hint of color to the room, while the ceilings are covered in a wood-patterned wallpaper.
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