Artfully
Designed
EQUAL PARTS COMFORTABLE AND CHIC,
THIS CUSTOM HOME WAS DESIGNED TO ENTERTAIN
FRIENDS AND FAMILY IN A PERSONABLE
ATMOSPHERE FULL OF FLAIR.
TEXT LAUREN HELMER | PHOTOGRAPHY STEPHEN KARLISCH
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niversity Park is
an adorable neighborhood with
beautiful treelined streets, sidewalks, and a closeknit community,” says designer
Claire Ratliff of the New York
interior design firm Cullman
& Kravis. “I feel like it’s one of
those places that people return
to, because it’s just such a happy
place to grow up.” The designer’s
longtime friends and clients
decided to relocate to the neighborhood for exactly that reason.
After living in New York City, the
couple returned to their Texas
roots to raise their three young
children in Dallas, Texas. Ratliff
had previously designed the
couple’s first home and—when
they decided to buy the lot across
the street and build their dream
home—they turned to the
designer once again.
From the playful, sentimental
art collection and inviting color
palette to the kid-friendly fabrics
and indoor-outdoor spaces made
for entertaining friends and
family, a laid-back openness is felt
throughout the home. “For her,
the most important thing was for
the home to feel very friendly,
but also be durable with her
three young kids. She didn’t
want anything to feel precious or
off-limits,” says Ratliff, who
accommodated with a clever use
of indoor-outdoor fabrics, faux
leather, and even a custom
wallcovering that is gorgeous
and low maintenance.
Given the tight lot size, the
designer was strategic in
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The family room, above, features a
painting of the Sutro Bath House in
San Francisco, a beloved original
piece from the homeowner’s
collection that set the tone for this
laid-back hangout where a
sectional sofa in a cozy pale blue
chenille anchors the relaxing refuge.
The natural wood ceiling continues
into the back porch, further
emphasizing that indoor-outdoor
feel of this family space. “The
stucco facade of the home is
updated with more transitional
detailing, from the steel windows to
the metal roof details, but the soul
of the design is rooted in the
architectural history of works of
renowned architects like Sir Edwin
Lutyens,” says Claire Ratliff of the
home’s exterior. Opposite: A nook
set in a breathtaking bay window is
the perfect spot for a Lucite game
table, a subtle touch that amplifies
the illumination of natural light and
preserves the psychological
connection to the outdoors.
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Right: “The client knew she wanted
a magnificent hood as the ‘crown
jewel’ in this space,” says Ratliff.
“This one was custom-made for
them in a silvery stainless steel with
accents of polished nickel and
brass.” Above right: “The polished
Kenya Black marble counters in the
wet bar were a great find from the
marble yard,” says Ratliff. Opposite:
The kitchen breakfast nook was
designed around the dining table
set from their former home. “I think
that set is one of the greatest finds
of my career,” says Ratliff.
“We found that gorgeous fruitwood
Art Deco table and chairs at a
thrift store in Dallas.” The original
Melinda Buie painting of the
colorful cow captures the fun-loving
modernity of this vibrant
young family.
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Above: The alfresco living space is connected to the family room via a wall
of moveable windows. A fireplace, fan, and TV offer comfort in the
elements. “The patio is an extension of the family room,” says Ratliff. “The
clients often entertain, so the backyard is used to its fullest potential, and the
pool is always the perfect way to beat the Texas heat.” Light and airy in
calming colors and subtle textures, the home’s palette creates a tranquil
respite from their busy lives. Right and opposite: The kids rooms mirror the
youthful exuberance of their inhabitants with bold blues and punchy pinks.

maximizing the space and
employed the NYC-living
philosophy of using one room to
serve multiple functions. The
homeowner didn’t want to waste
space on formal living and dining
rooms that were rarely used, so
they decided to combine the traditional rooms into a comfortable
but elegant entertaining area.
“They always host casual dinner
gatherings and neighborhood
kids, so they like that the adults
can sit and talk after dinner in
the living/dining room while all
the kids run around the kitchen/
family room and in and out of the
33

backyard,” says Ratliff.
Generous windows achieve
the indoor-outdoor feel that was
so important to the homeowners.
The family room has a wall of
windows that opens onto an outdoor living area that includes a
fireplace, TV, and plush seating
beside the backyard pool with
soothing fountain features. The
family room flows into the kitchen,
which is crisp and white with a
custom hood and sleek pendant
lights anchored by a stunning
marble waterfall island. “We saw
this grey marble slab during our
visit to the marble yard—it was
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Right: Years ago, the client purchased a
pair of striking chinoiserie panels at the
Round Top Antiques Fair—its palette set
the tone for the bedroom’s atmospheric
pale green-blue greys, powder pinks, and
ivories. Opposite: A reproduction Murano
“Tronchi” chandelier adds an ethereal
glamour. A dash of contemporary pieces
breathe a little life into some of the antique
and vintage elements. Below left: “The
clients’ old bathroom was beige and blah,
so she wanted this new one to be crisp
and bright. We started with the Carrara
stone slab counters and built the palette
around those grays and whites using a
Thassos field tile that we laid in a
herringbone pattern and accented with
a border of gray,” says Ratliff.

love at first sight,” says Ratliff.
The designer kept the color
scheme tranquil and relaxing in
soft greens, muted blues, and
serene neutrals with pops of color
in accent pieces and art. The
couple’s personality shines
through in their art collection,
which is less decorative and
more sentimental in nature, like
the vintage wooden figurines
bought on their honeymoon to
Bali or a striking modern painting of a cow by a fellow Texan
artist living in New York.
“The family business is wine,
so a fabulous bar was on the
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must-have list,” says Ratliff of
the stunning bar and wine closet.
Thoughtful lighting, mirrors, and
high-gloss paint illuminate the
space, giving it a jewel-box feel.
Besides the added bonus of
enjoying a glass of fine wine from
their impressive collection when
she visits, Ratliff’s favorite thing
about this home was working on
it with good friends. “It was just
a dream team—the architect,
the builder, my longtime friends,”
she says. “Having a good team
makes the collaboration so fun
and exciting—and you always
end up with the best result.”
MARC H/ APRIL 2020 | S OUTHE RN HOME

36

